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Cercyon (Cercyon) aptus was described from Honshu and Kyushu (SHARP, 1873), and is 
rather common under seaweeds on sandy beaches and widely distributed throughout Japan. 
Recently, the species has been additionally recorded from Primorsky Kray, the Kuril Islands, and 
peripheral Islands off Hokkaido, Japan (SHATROVSKIY, 1989, 1992, OunarRA and Jra, 2006, and 
OHARA, 2008). Under a series of faunal researches of the supralittoral insects of the Island of 
Iriomote-jima, we have had the opportunity to examine several specimens collected under 
seaweeds on sandy beaches. This is the first record of the species from the Ryukyus. We thank 
Messrs. T. WADA and S. SHIYAKE (Osaka Museum of Natural History, Japan) who provided us 
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valuable specimens. 


Cercyon (Cercyon) aptus SHARP, 1873 


Cercyon aptus SHARP, 1873, 65 [Japan (Kyushu: Nagasaki, Honshu: Hyogo)]; Kits, 1999, 177 [Hokkaido]. 

Cercyon (Cercyon) aptus: SHATROVSKIY, 1989, 281 [southern Kurils, Primorsky Kray]; OHARA & JIA, 2006, 
131 [redescription, key; Kurils]. 

Cercyon (Cycreon) aptus: SHATROVSKIY, 1992, 367 [designation of lectotype (Japan, female); southern 
Kurils]. 

Cercyon sp. 2: KAWAKAMI, 2000, 7 [Iriomote-jima]. 


Specimens examined. [Iriomote-jima, the Ryukyus, Japan] 1 ex., Sonai-no-hama, 8-V-1999, 
T. WADA leg., housed in the Osaka Museum of Natural History. 2 males and 2 exs., Hoshizuna- 
no-hama, Uehara, 24°26’ 11”N 123°40' 38” E, 4-XII-2008, M. Ouara leg. (IR-08-MO-040). 


References 


KAWAKAMI, Y., 2000. List of marine Coleoptera from Yaeyama Islands, the Ryukyus, Japan. Nejirebane, 
Osaka, (89): 7-9. (In Japanese.) 

Kushiro Insect Lover’s Society (KILS), 1999. Chapter 6. A list of Insects of the Nemuro peninsula. Jn KILS 
(ed.), Insect of the Nemuro peninsula. Sylvicola, supplement, 3: 143-318. (In Japanese, with English title 
and summary.) 

OnARA, M., 2008. New records of the supralittoral species of the genus Cercyon (Coleoptera, Hydrophilidae) 
from the peripheral islands off Hokkaido, Japan. Elytra, Tokyo, 36: 343-348. 

& F. Jia, 2006. Terrestrial Hydrophilid beetles of the Kuril Archipelago (Coleoptera, Hydrophili- 
dae). Biodiverstiy and biogeography of the Kuril Islands and Sakhalin, 2: 129-150. 

SHARP, D., 1873. The water beetles of Japan. Trans. ent. Soc. London, 1873: 45-67. 

SHATROVSKIY [as “SHATROVSKIJ”], A. G., 1989. Hydraenidae, Hydrophilidae (pp. 260-293). Jn Ler, P. A. 
(ed.), Opredelitel ‘nasekomykh Dal’nego Vostoka SSSR v shesti tomakh, 3. Zhestkokrylye, ili zhuki (part 
1). 572 pp. Nauka, Leningrad. 

SHATROVSKIY [as “SHATROVSKIJ”], A. G., 1992. Novye i maloizvestnye vodolyubovye (Coleoptera, 
Hydrophiloidea) iz yuzhnogo Primor’ya i sopredel’iykh territorii. (New and little known Hydrophiloidea 
(Coleoptera) from southern Primorye territory and adjacent regions). Ent. Obozr., 71: 359-371. 


